






















































































tually move off the welfare rolls and into bet-
ter-compensated jobs. The program is to be
implemented in all counties across the state
between Jan. 1, 1998, and March 31, 1998.
The bill calls for slightly more than $2 mil-
lion to be spent to provide the higher amount
in food stamps, but the measure will not re-
quire new spending. Moneyapproved for other
usesin earlier welfare reform legislation will be
reallocated to support the food stamp changes.
Rep. Linda Wejcman (DFL-Mpls) and Sen.
Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls) sponsored the bill.
1997 Third Special Session: HF18/SF21*

Health threat funding

A bill approved by the Legislature will pro-
vide fundsto help cover costs necessary to deal
with a potential health threat that forced the
shutdown of Crooked Lake Elementary School
in Andover, Minn.

Anoka-Hennepin School District officials
moved quickly to close the school and make
arrangements to continue classes elsewhere
after significant mold infestation was discov-
ered in the ceilings of classrooms.

The mold problem, believed to be the result
of storm damage earlier this year, has created
a headache for the district, which could face a
total of $2.5 million in repair and moving
costs by the time the problem is completely
resolved. '

The bill will provide $500,000 to help the
district deal with some immediate concerns. A
total of $250,000 is for costs of leasing space to
temporarily serve as classrooms for the school’s
pupils and transporting the children to the
temporary facilities. Another $250,000 will
pay for repairs related to the indoor air prob-
lems created by the mold.

House members approved the bill 125-1.
The Senate vote was 56-6.

Rep. Kathy Tingelstad (R-Andover) and Sen.
Leo Foley (DFL-Anoka) sponsored the bill.

Third Special Session: HF20/SF8*
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A tribute to Rep. James Isaac Rice

Family and friends gathered Oct. 18, 1997,
to celebrate the life and times of the Minne-
sotaLegislature’s “Orator Extraordinaire,” Jim
Rice. Literary genius, champion of justice and
the arts for many, distinct sense of humor for
some, gruff to a few, soft to his grandchildren;
he was respected by all.

Three months before he was to retire for
health reasons after spending 26 years in of-
fice, Rep. Rice died at about 9:30 p.m. Oct. 15,
1996, athis State Office Building desk ata time
when no one else was around, doing what he
loved — being a legislator.

Members and staff had just celebrated his
71st birthday that af-
ternoon, and he had
entertained them with
his quips and quotes.

Rice was an elder
statesman of the Min-
nesota House of Rep-
resentatives and the
long-time chair of the
Economic Develop-
ment, Infrastructure
and Regulation Fi-
nance Committee. In
that capacity, he was a
major exponent of state funding to the arts
community and for a new Minnesota History
Center.

A month before he died, Rice was honored by
the Minnesota Orchestra for his outstanding
contributionsto the arts. According to the Janu-
ary 1994 issue of Showcase, an orchestra publica-
tion, Rice, whowasrarely onetoacceptaccolades,
said “. . . his involvement in the arts stemmed
from the everyday people who produce it.”

“He spoke for thousands who found them-
selves voiceless,” said
Eamon Rice, one his eight children. He
marched with Martin Luther King, fought for
the poor, and fought for his working class
neighborhood innorth Minneapolisand those
in other parts of the state. He spoke often and
told many stories about his friends — “Smil-
ing Mike,” “Cheat the Gas Company Vic,”
“Andy the Polish Adonis,” and “Gunnysack
Olson” — all of whom received “no respect.”

Labor members knew him well, for he made
the rights of labor workers one of his major
causes — and he never had a union card! The
long-time public servant was noted for his
oratory on the floor of the House. He is well-
remembered for chastising colleagues who
voted in support of a bill to cut back on
workers’ compensation. Rice rose to speak,
scanned the chamber until he knew most of

The late Rep. Jim Rice imitated J.D. Rockefeller
passing out dimes to the poor during a 1991 rally
to protest proposed tax cuts for the wealthy.

the members were listening, then slowly said,
“Gloat and laugh over the triumph of injured
people. Enjoy your hour in the sun, but time
will befall you. Mark my words!” Then he
slammed down the microphone, sat down,
leaned back, and closed his eyes as if oblivious
to anything going on.

On a less serious note, he would sit at his

desk in the chamber and often would appear
to be asleep or at least nodding. On one occa-
sion, after a very long debate on a not so
exciting bill, the vote was taken. The Speaker
then said, “There being 59 ayes and 73 nays,
thebill did not pass.” Rice sat up suddenly and
said to his deskmate,
“What the hell did we
just vote on? Did we
kill it?”
. A staff member
once told the story of
Rice entertaining
guests at a party with
some lengthy quote
by Plato. He paused
in mid-sentence,
closed his eyes, and
began to snore,
Twentyminuteslater,
he awoke, continued expounding where he
stopped, never missing a word!

For manyyears, Rice’s end seatin the House
chamber was three rows back from the main
desk, just left of the main aisle. That spot on
the floor is distinctive because of the nature of
the acoustics in the chamber. A whisper from
that seat can be heard by only one person.

Often, that one person heard one-liners
like, “Sounds good to me!” or “Sit down you
nitwit!” And once, during a long and boring
explanation of abill by a member, Rice turned
to a colleague and whispered, “Never murder
a man who is committing suicide!”

Shortly before he died, Rice’s tender side
was exemplified in a letter he wrote to his
grandson, John Conor, upon hearing that John
had learned to read. John read the letter at his
grandfather’s funeral. An excerpt states: “.
how wonderful that news was to me. . . .Your
ability to read is better than any toy in the
world: it will never break. . . . It will be your
best friend. It will help you to love other
people and they will love you. . . . It will teach
you about the world and all the people in the
world. . . .\We are all very proud of you and
thank you for your hard work.”

Thank you, Representative Rice, for all your
hard work.

—LeClair G, Lambert
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The most important part of living in a de-
mocracyisto participateinit, and the best way
to do that is to make the most of your
education.

And if some of the students from Northeast
Middle School in Minneapolis didn’t believe
that when they heard legislators say it, they
could talk to one of our Founding Fathers,
Thomas Jefferson, who backed them up em-
phatically.

Well, it wasn’t actually Thomas Jefferson. It
was Clay Jenkinson, a Jefferson impersonator.
Jenkinson, 42, a history professor at the Uni-
versity of Nevada-Reno, is giving his Jefferson
impersonation around the country in prepa-
ration for “Liberty! The American Revolu-
tion,” a six-part PBS documentary on the
people, ideas, and events that led to July 4,
1776.Itwillbe shown throughout the coun-
try Nov. 23-25.

Jenkinson was speaking to stu-
dents in the House chamber
Oct. 14. Norwest Bank,
which is sponsoring
the documentary, has
donated a teaching
video edition and cur-
riculum for the docu-
mentary to schools in
communities where the
banks are located. North-
east Middle School won a
drawing to come to the Capi-
toland hear Jenkinson speak.
He then answered questions
from the middle school stu-
dents, who were sitting in the
very chairs in which their rep-
resentatives make laws.

Jenkinson, wearingared wig,
knee breeches, and white
stockings, spoke as though he k
actually was our third presi-
dent. During his time, he
said, “the only people who
were educated were wealthy.
The average citizen lived in a
house with no books, except
the Bible and Shakespeare, he
sa1d ‘ :

improve on that, educa-
ion was expanded eventually

_to become free and compulsory for everyone,
~which he called very important for a

democracy

- “The in dividuals have been emancipated
from the constraints that have existed,” he
said, “so they re free to educate and govern
themselves.”

Liberty! The American Revolution

Clay Jenkinson
portrays Thomas Jefferson

“This can onlywork if we are well-educated.
We must have all of our citizens generally
well-educated if we want to improve our-
selves. Without it, I do not think we can have
liberty,” he said.

Jenkinson/Jefferson then opened it up for
questions, and there were many. Several asked
personal questions, like the number of chil-
dren he had (six, four of whom died in child-
hood), how old was he when he became
president (57), and who was his greatest influ-
ence (his father, Peter Jefferson, who died
when Jefferson was 14). One asked what he
meant when he wrote in the Declaration of
Independence, “All men are created equal.”

An excellent question, he said, and he took
the opportunity to talk about slavery, and his
ownership of slaves.

“It’s a bad thing, I thought it would
ruin the United States. In my time, I
was the foremost American advo-
cate for freeingslaves,” he said,
adding that he sponsored
futile legislation to do
that while in Virginia’s
colonial legislature.
“I owned slaves,
I had 200 slaves. I
tried to treat my
slaves as well as I
could,” he said.

However, he felt
it would be problem-
atical to release slaves in
one fell swoop into a land
where they were not wel-

come as equals, he said.
That explanation was
good enough for Kyle
Brown, an African-
American  seventh-

grader.

“It was very in-
teresting and I'm glad to
seehewasn’taracist,” he
said.

The students
from Minneapolis and
their parents are repre-
sented in the House by
Rep. Len Biernat (DFL-
Mpls), who was pleased

they were able to come to the Capitol.

“It’s a pretty good program. We're doing
things to interest the youngsters,” he said.

And it was interesting to Kyle. “T liked it
very much. It was very interesting and educa-
tional,” he said.
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For general information, call:
House Information Office
(612) 296-2146 or
1-800-657-3550

To obtain a copy of a bill, call:
Chief Clerk’s Office
(612) 296-2314

To find out about bill introductions or
the status of a specific bill, call:
House Index Office

(612) 296-6646

For up-to-date recorded message
giving committee meeting times and
agendas, call:

Committee Hotline

(612) 296-9283

The House of Representatives can be
reached on the World Wide Web at:
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us
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Teletypewriter for the hearing impaired.
To ask questions or leave messages,
call:

TTY Line (612) 296-9896 or
1-800-657-3550

Check your local listings to watch House
committee and floor sessions on TV.

This document can be made available
in alternate formats.




